
SPRING, 2019

Dear Friends,

In this season where we all take stock of 
the abundant blessings in our lives, we 
are particularly grateful for the way this 
organization has evolved and blossomed. 
The depth of relationships with the 
families we serve, the robust programs 
and support we’re able to offer—they’re 
beyond what we ever imagined could be 
possible.

The night we lost Jaxson, when we 
committed to each other that his tragic 
death wouldn’t rip us apart but would in 
fact be the catalyst for good in this world, 
we had no idea what would come of our 
efforts. But now, just as Jaxson would 
have over these intervening years, this 
foundation has grown and matured into 
something which brings us immense pride 
and fulfillment.

When we see our Jaxson Scholars and 
their parents and siblings flourishing, 
and even when we get to accompany 
them in their struggles, we’re aware that 
we have an incredible privilege and we 
silently smile to ourselves, knowing that 
Jaxson’s spirit lives on. As your loved 
ones surround you during the holidays, be 
assured of our gratitude for your presence 
in our lives.

God Bless,

Larry & Sherry Swank

BOARD MEMBER 
HIGHLIGHT
TIFFANI SWANK
What does JWAS mean to you? “For me 
personally, JWAS is Jaxson and what he gave 
up for it to come to life. I believe in change for 
those that cannot always make the change for 
themselves. It doesn’t take a special kind of 
person to believe in change for others, any of 
us are capable of paying it forward and lending 
a helping hand in any way that we can. We 
contribute and work toward what is important 

to us and JWAS is just that for me, a cause in which I believe, as I am a part of 
something much greater than myself. It encompasses what family is, supporting, 
uplifting, pushing to be better and love; Jaxson Scholars are all of this and more, 
they are family. It is a heart-bursting feeling of giving and seeing the Jaxson 
Scholars start on the path of who they are meant to be. I used to underestimate 
my ability to be a catalyst for change as I am only one person. However, I found 
that we are energy and hope and dreams all wrapped up into one body. And we 
don’t need to be anything more than that to make a difference. JWAS empowers 
and inspires me and it puts a smile on my face. I love being a part of it and the 
difference it makes not just for the Jaxson Scholars but also for me and the ones 
who continue to graciously be a part of it. I am blessed.”— TIFFANI SWANK

SCHOOL YEAR UNDER WAY: 
AN UPDATE ON OUR JWAS 
SCHOLARS
SAVE THE DATE FOR THE 7TH 
ANNUAL WINE DINNER
SERVICE PROJECT AT  
LA CASA DE AMISTAD
LEADERSHIP CAMP  
AT FIREFLY FARM
BLACKBIRD PHILANTHROPY 
PARTNERSHIP
WINNERS OF TRUSTEE 
DINNER ARE TREATED TO A 
SIX-COURSE MEAL 

WINTER, 2019



Huge thank you to the Harris, Tuttle and Garr Families to being the winning bidders of our 
Trustee Dinner at our main event in June! This is the third time they’ve won this incredible six 
course meal spearheaded by chefs, Josh Swank and Sherry Swank. We are so grateful for 
their continued generosity!

TRUSTEE 
DINNER

SCHOOL YEAR UNDER WAY!

JOLIE
We are beyond thrilled 
to share that our oldest 
Jaxson Scholar, Jolie, 
is flourishing during her 
freshman year La Lumiere 
School in LaPorte. Jolie 
lives on campus and 
is thriving in the rich 
boarding community at 
La Lu. The individualized 
support, independence, 
and structure is readying 
Jolie for college long 
before it even begins. She 
played on the volleyball 
team this fall and just 
started as the manager of 
the girls basketball team, 
and is creating some 
wonderful friendships!

MARILYNN
Marilynn has started her 
8th grade year at Good 
Shepherd Montessori 
School. Her quiet, gentle 
demeanor has been an 
incredible asset as she 
begins to mentor some 
of our youngest Scholars 
who also attend GSMS. 
She loves her school 
environment and is 
interested in making it a 
meaningful and impactful 
year as she starts to 
consider her options for 
her high school career.

SAVANNAH
Savannah is in 
Kindergarten at The 
Stanley Clark School. She 
is not afraid to try new 
things and easily asks for 
assistance when she has 
a question. Her zestful 
and sweet attitude make 
her a pleasure for all to be 
around. She loves to see 
her big sister, Rihanna, at 
school on a daily basis! 

JOSIAH
Josiah is in the 3rd 
grade at Good Shepherd 
Montessori School. His 
energy and excitement for 
learning new things and 
making friends keeps him 
very active both in and 
outside the classroom. 
He enjoys his time on the 
cross country team as 
well as being involved at 
The Boys and Girls Club 
in South Bend.

ALINE
Aline is in the 3rd grade 
at Good Shepherd 
Montessori School in 
South Bend. She loves 
her school and regularly 
puts forth her best effort 
towards her studies. She 
loves to spend time with 
her family and enjoys her 
Jiu Jitsu classes during 
the week.

RIHANNA
Rihanna has started her 
6th grade year at The 
Stanley Clark School in 
South Bend. Gentle and 
calm by nature, she is 
an incredible role-model 
for her younger sister, 
Savannah. Rihanna joined 
the 5/6 grade volleyball 
team and is working 
diligently on her studies 
as a new middle school 
student.

FREEDOM
Freedom is in her 7th 
grade year at Good 
Shepherd Montessori 
School in South Bend. As 
she continues to develop 
beautiful leadership skills, 
she has been sharing 
her love for baking with 
the Michiana community 
and has been working 
diligently toward raising 
funds for her end-of-year 
class trip.  

KIARA
Kiara is in the 2nd grade 
at Good Shepherd 
Montessori School 
in South Bend. Her 
empathetic and joyful 
personality has led 
her to some wonderful 
friendships in the 
classroom. She also loves 
to be outdoors with her 
fellow Scholars and loves 
music and art class when 
she is at GSMS.

ALANI
Our outgoing and joyful 
Scholar, Alani, has started 
Kindergarten at Good 
Shepherd Montessori. She 
loves gardening, nature, 
music, and singing. 
She can often be found 
smiling and spreading her 
kindness with all those 
around her.

BRANTON
Branton is enjoying 
Kindergarten at The 
Stanley Clark School 
tremendously. He is 
friendly and caring to the 
other children in class 
and is polite and kind to 
his teachers. He recently 
became a big brother 
to his sweet baby sister, 
Brooklyn, born in June, 
2019. You can often find 
him playing soccer, with 
his Nerf guns, or settled 
in a corner working on his 
latest Lego masterpiece!

SAVINO
Savino is in the 1st grade 
at The Stanley Clark 
School. His bright and 
curious demeanor keeps 
him thoroughly engaged 
in the classroom. He is 
excited about learning 
and asks questions daily 
to understand the world 
around him. Savino enjoys 
martial arts outside of 
school and spending time 
with his sweet family.

SANTIAGO
Santiago is in the 1st 
grade at The Montessori 
Academy of Edison Lakes 
in Mishawaka. He loves 
learning about different 
cultures and geography 
and enjoys drawing what 
he learns every day. His 
high level of energy keeps 
his teachers on their toes!

FREDDY
Freddy has started the 
3rd grade at The Stanley 
Clark School. His active 
and competitive nature 
has him involved in many 
sports, such as baseball 
and football outside 
of school. He loves art 
class and is adjusting 
well to the new academic 
environment.

LAYLA
Layla is in Kindergarten 
at The Stanley Clark 
School in South Bend. 
Her passionate and zestful 
ways have her thoroughly 
engaged in school as well 
as at home. She is not 
afraid to try new things 
and we have learned she 
is quite the dancer!



JWAS SERVICE 
PROJECT AT 
LA CASA DE 
AMISTAD!
On October 5, our JWAS family 
participated in a half-day service project 
at La Casa de Amistad. La Casa has been 
a part of the South Bend community 
since 1973 and has been a huge source 
of Jaxson Scholar referrals. We are so 
grateful for their presence in the Latino 
community on the west side of South 
Bend. They provide much-need resources 
to empower and welcome the young and 
old alike. Our JWAS family toured their 
facility and did a community cleanup of the 
surrounding area. 

Service and community are hugely 
important to us as an organization and we 
feel it is our responsibility to demonstrate 
our commitment to others to all of our 
Jaxson Scholars in hopes that they too will 
give back when the time comes. 

CAMP 
HAPPENINGS! 

This past August, all fourteen of our 
Jaxson Scholars participated in a week-
long leadership camp out at Firefly Farm 
in LaPorte, Indiana. Facilitated by team 
member Jeanie Shuck and longtime 
friend to the Club, Mickey Doyle, it was 
an incredible week of joy, laughter, and 
growth. Our youngest Jaxson Scholars 
were able to connect with one another 
while fishing, hiking, and having fun in the 
sun. Meanwhile, our oldest scholars took 
time to reflect, bond, and set goals for the 
future. The camp intentionally focused on 
cultivating self-awareness, building trust 
in others, developing a better sense of 
self, and building new friendships along 
the way. The depth of friendships created 
after this week was so evident at our next 
JWAS event. We are so grateful for this 
amazing group of young people and their 
willingness to grow alongside us. 

JWAS 
PARTNERS 
WITH 
BLACKBIRD 
PHILANTHROPY
In order to meet an ambitious goal of 
adding one new scholar to the JWAS 
family each year, we rely heavily on the 
success of our annual Wine Dinner. 
An event of this size and quality is 
an ambitious undertaking for a lean 
organization with a tiny staff. In both 2018 
and 2019, JWAS partnered with Blackbird 
Philanthropy Advisors, a nonprofit 
consulting group based in South Bend, 
to provide on-site event coordination the 
day of the event. Blackbird was crucial in 
helping us navigate some potential pain 
points and ensure that the event was 
executed flawlessly.

 

Blackbird Philanthropy Advisors works 
with successful families and businesses to 
give them tools to become active, strategic 
philanthropists in their communities. The 
company also guides nonprofit leaders to 
amplify their mission through professional 
fundraising, communications, and special 
events. To learn more about Blackbird, 
visit www.blackbirdadvisors.org.

There is no greater 
feeling than seeing a 
crowd of 200 people 
come together to 
complete the work of 
an angel. It’s an honor 
to help fulfill Jaxson’s 
life mission to inspire 
Jaxson Scholars to 
reach their potential 
and become forces for 
good.
— CAITLIN WORM 
MANAGING DIRECTOR OF BLACKBIRD
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Your financial generosity enables us to fulfill our 
mission of assisting under-privileged children 
in Jaxson’s memory. Together, we are honoring 
an amazing little boy who made a huge impact 
on all who knew him during his short time with 
us. Eight very special young ladies and four 
amazing young men are receiving an incredible 
gift, and we thank you for your support! 100% of 
all donations are utilized to educate current and 
future Jaxson Scholars.

FOR A CHILD LOST, 
A GIFT IS GIVEN. The mission of the Jaxson William Augustus 
Swank Foundation is to perpetuate Jaxson’s 
loving memory in providing financial assistance to 
underprivileged individuals from preschool through 
college and to support each recipient in achieving 
their potential to obtain scholastic distinction 
while developing good moral character as a future 
leader. 

: Donate online at JWAS.org 

THANK YOU
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